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Batch 63

Christopher Monaghan CP

GOD’S MERCY AND FORBEARANCE

If anything could be said to lie at the heart 
of the Judeo-Christian tradition, it is the 
message of the love, mercy and forbearance of 
God. Many people would falsely characterise 
the God of the Old Testament as a God who 
condemns and judges. However, the incident 
of the golden calf is one of several occasions 
in the Old Testament where God’s mercy is 
shown to be far more powerful than any desire 
to condemn.

The beginning of the first letter to Timothy 
reflects on Paul’s experience of this loving-
kindness of God. It was well known that he 
who had persecuted the Church (Galatians 
1:13; Philippians 3:6) had still been called 
to serve the Lord as an apostle. The core of 
the gospel is succinctly stated in one powerful 
phrase: ‘that Christ came into the world to 
save sinners’.

This is nowhere more beautifully treated in 
the Gospels than in Luke 15. Faced with the 
opposition of the scribes and Pharisees when 
Jesus chooses tax collectors and sinners as 
companions, Jesus seeks their understanding 
and a softening of their critical stance by 
using parables that speak powerfully of God’s 
mercy. It is not simply a matter of God being 
merciful since it is accompanied by a call for 
us to share in it by rejoicing that what was lost 
has now been found. In the kingdom of God 
sinners that repent will have a special place at 
the banquet table. The question remains as to 
whether our hearts are big enough to accept it.

FIRST READING Ex 32:7-11, 13-14

A reading from the book of Exodus
The Lord relented and did not send the evil he had 
threatened.
The Lord spoke to Moses, ‘Go down now, 
because your people whom you brought out of 
Egypt have apostasised. They have been quick 
to leave the way I marked out for them; they 
have made themselves a calf of molten metal 
and have worshipped it and offered it sacrifice. 
“Here is your God, Israel,” they have cried “who 
brought you up from the land of Egypt!” I can 
see how headstrong these people are! Leave me, 
now, my wrath shall blaze out against them and 
devour them; of you, however, I will make a 
great nation.’
 But Moses pleaded with the Lord his God. 
‘Lord,’ he said, ‘why should your wrath blaze out 
against this people of yours whom you brought 
out of the land of Egypt with arm outstretched 
and mighty hand? Remember Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob, your servants to whom by your own 
self you swore and made this promise: I will make 
your offspring as many as the stars of heaven, 
and all this land which I promised I will give to 
your descendants, and it shall be their heritage 
for ever.’ So the Lord relented and did not bring 
on the people the disaster he had threatened.

 ■ The word of the Lord.

RESP PSALM Ps 50:3-4, 12-13, 17, 19. R. Lk. 15:18

R. I will rise and go to my father.
1. Have mercy on me, God, in your 
kindness. / In your compassion blot out my 
offence. / O wash me more and more from my 
guilt / and cleanse me from my sin. R.

2. A pure heart create for me, O God, / put a 
steadfast spirit within me. / Do not cast me 
away from your presence, / nor deprive me of 
your holy spirit. R.

3. O Lord, open my lips / and my mouth shall 
declare your praise. / My sacrifice is a contrite 
spirit; / a humbled, contrite heart you will not 
spurn. R.

SECOND READING 1 Tim 1:12-17

A reading from the first letter of St Paul 
to Timothy
Christ came to save sinners.
I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me 
strength, and who judged me faithful enough 
to call into his service even though I used to 
be a blasphemer and did all I could to injure 
and discredit the faith. Mercy, however, was 
shown me, because until I became a believer 
I had been acting in ignorance; and the grace 
of our Lord filled me with faith and with the 
love that is in Christ Jesus. Here is a saying 
that you can rely on and nobody should doubt: 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners. I myself am the greatest of them; and if 
mercy has been shown to me, it is because Jesus 
Christ meant to make me the greatest evidence 
of his inexhaustible patience for all the other 
people who would later have to trust in him to 
come to eternal life. To the eternal King, the 
undying, invisible and only God, be honour 
and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

 ■ The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 2 Cor 5:19 

Alleluia, alleluia!
God was in Christ, to reconcile the world 
to himself;
and the Good News of reconciliation he 
has entrusted to us.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Lk 15:1-10

A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Luke.
There will be joy in heaven over one sinner who does 
penance.
The tax collectors and the sinners were all 
seeking the company of Jesus to hear what he 
had to say, and the Pharisees and the scribes 
complained. ‘This man’ they said ‘welcomes 
sinners and eats with them.’ So he spoke this 
parable to them:
 ‘What man among you with a hundred sheep, 
losing one, would not leave the ninety-nine in 
the wilderness and go after the missing one till 
he found it? And when he found it, would he 
not joyfully take it on his shoulders and then, 
when he got home, call together his friends, and 
neighbours? “Rejoice with me,” he would say 
“I have found my sheep that was lost.” In the 
same way, I tell you, there will be more rejoicing 
in heaven over one repentant sinner than over 
ninety-nine virtuous men who have no need of 
repentance.
 ‘Or again, what woman with ten drachmas 
would not, if she lost one, light a lamp and 
sweep out the house and search thoroughly till 
she found it? And then, when she had found 
it, call together her friends and neighbours? 
“Rejoice with me,” she would say “I have found 
the drachma I lost.” In the same way, I tell you, 
there is rejoicing among the angels of God over 
one repentant sinner.’

 ■ The Gospel of the Lord.

Longer form Lk 15:1-32
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